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EDITORIAL
n  About the upcoming ISSI elections...

Utilising the opportunity of gath-
ering together at the 9th In-
ternational Science & Techno-
logy Indicators Conference in
Leuven (07-09 September,
2006), the ISSI board kept a
meeting where the exact rules
and schedule of the ISSI elec-

tions due in 2007 were discussed and worked out.
Henry Small, president of ISSI, and in accordance
with earlier decisions of the ISSI board, 3 additional
current board members, namely Mari Davis, Grant
Lewison and Ronald Rousseau, stepped down.
(They remained re-electable.)

The first part of the elections, the nomination
procedure took place between 07 November and
30 November. It was the first time that the balloting
was carried out online, through the website of the
ISSI. Despite the fact that the system developed was
simple and fast and to our best knowledge, proved
to be working without any problem, the turnout
remained somewhat low.

After summing up the results, the board ques-
tioned all the nominees whether they accept their
nominations. Then the board created the final list.

On the next page the ISSI Newsletter announ-
ces the official end-results of the nomination. We
also publish a compilation about the nominees
willing to participate in the election procedure. (See
it in our special election section at the end of the
Newsletter!) The actual election procedure will be
conducted in the beginning of the new year.  All
the ISSI members will be kept on posted about the
details and will be kindly requested to vote.

Balázs Schlemmer
election assistant
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ISSI ELECTIONS:
RESULTS OF THE NOMINATION PROCEDURE

That is, the 3 eligible president nominees are:
Ed Noyons (NLD), Olle Persson (SWE) and Ronald Rousseau (BEL)

The 9 nominees for the 3 board positions are:
Judit Bar-Ilan (ISR), Sujit Bhattacharya (IND), Linda Butler (AUS), Birger Larsen (DNK),

Grant Lewison (GBR), Martin Meyer (DEU/GBR/FIN/BEL), Olle Persson (SWE),
Ronald Rousseau (BEL) and Liwen Vaughan (CAN)

Legend:
  nomination accepted      nomination declined

  nomination below threshold      nominee not responding

(in percentage of all votes)

(in percentage of all votes)
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n  The I. International Confe-
rence on Multidisciplinary In-
formation Sciences and Tech-
nologies, InSciT2006, grew
out of the insight about the
multidisciplinary nature of IS
and the question on where
future research and develop-

ment roads of Information Sciences and
Technologies should lead. These ideas, held by
the people of the GREVI and SCImago research
groups of Spain, encouraged them to create a
forum where gather together as much
stakeholders as possible on the “information
problem”. As stated on the conference website:

Information Science can be thought as the
interface of a great number of scientific
disciplines which study the aspects of infor-
mation usage and management. Within IS a
number of approaches to a very similar object
of study converge: technological, mathematical,
linguistics, cognitive aspects, as well as those
concerning to Artificial Intelligence, Natural
Language Processing, Human-Computer Inter-
action, organizational issues and so on.

InSciT2006 has been hosted by the Depart-
ment of Computer Science of the University of
Extremadura. The GREVI Research Group of the
University of Extremadura and the interuniversity
SCImago Research Group have been the
organizers supported by the Open Institute of
Knowledge.

This very first edition took place at the
fascinating city of Merida in the brand-new City's
Palace of Congress and Exhibitions. Merida is
World Heritage City by UNESCO by its Roman
Archaeological Ensemble considered one of the
best preserved remains in the world.

Attendance was a major challenge both in
number and nationality. Being a new inter-
national conference series, InSciT2006 attracted
269 participants form 44 countries, of which 190
were not Spanish. There where 248 papers
being presented, 156 as oral presentations, and

THE 1ST InSciT CONFERENCE – A REPORT

199 as poster or virtual presentations. Every
paper was included in the proceedings edited
as a two volume-1200 pages book and as a
CDROM.

The scientific program consisted of 14 session
clustered on two tracks. In the Main Hall were
showed the disciplines which are traditionally
considered the core of the Information Sciences,
such as Informetrics – entitled Science and
Information Mapping by the conference –
Information Retrieval, Digital Libraries, Know-
ledge and Information Management, Hypertext
and Hypermedia Systems, etc. In the lecture
rooms were simultaneously led sessions dealing
with approaches to the information/commu-
nication process which, even though not
originally shaping the backbone of Information
Science studies, are broadly used within the
development of the major research lines. These
sessions included Artificial Intelligence, Human-
Computer Interaction, Natural Language
Processing, etc. Also a workshop on Visual
Analytics of the Evolution and Diffusion of
Scientific Knowledge was conducted by Dr.
Chaomei Chen.

Invited speakers gathered some of the world’s
leading thinkers on Information Sciences and
Technologies.

An interesting and controversial Opening
Keynote Address was offered by Wolfgang
Glanzel. He pointed out the ‘perspective shift’
which is seems to be occurring in Bibliometrics
both in the research methodology and objec-
tives being dominated by the Science Policy and
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Research Development services, narrowing
and adulterating this way the discipline and on
the other hand by some documented distorted
researching behaviour influenced by policy use
and misuse of bibliometric data and led to take
advantage of funding systems and career
construction shortcuts.

Other keynote speeches included Donald H.
Kraft, who performed a revision of the current
problems in information retrieval where
researchers are focusing and analysed the
implications of these new lines. He also delved
into some new applications of artificial
intelligence methods in information retrieval.

Chaomei Chen reported on the new methods for
knowledge domain representation by means of
information visualization techniques. These
visualization techniques would allow to
characterise both the structure and the dynamics
or evolution of knowledge domains by using co-
citation analysis. Felix de Moya presented the
ambitious project Atlas of Science of Latinamerica
being produced and developed by the SCImago
Research Group and which is an specific appli-
cation of visualization techniques to knowledge
domains. Jaco Zijlstra, Scopus Director at Elsevier,
showed us the characteristics and possibilities of
bibliographic and citation index Scopus
developed by Elsevier. Finally Fazel Famili talked
about Data Mining techniques applied in
Information Science domains.

InSciT2006 has set a high standard for next
year’s conference, but taking into account that it
will take placed in Granada and hosted by the
University of Granada and SCImago Research
Group, there is a good reason to expect that it
will be met.

Vicente P. Guerrero-Bote
Conference Chairman

Derek John de Solla Price started his scientific career
as a physicist. Later he obtained a second PhD as
an historian of science, and became as you all know
the “father of scientometrics”.

As an historian of science he became famous by
unravelling the workings of the Antikythera
Mechanism, an ancient Greek gear-driven device
for calculating the motions of the moon and the
sun around the earth. Using modern technology
a team led by Mike Edmunds and Tony Freeth,
including people from Hewlett-Packard succeeded
recently in making sophisticated three-dimensional
pictures of the original’s innards. In this way they
were able to better understand how the device
actually worked. Not surprisingly, it turned out that
Price has made some wrong guesses (although

DEREK DE SOLLA PRICE’S WORK CORRECTED

the essentials were correct). The Nature issue of 30
November 2006 contains the description of their
work, and two accompanying news features.

n  Literature
Derek J. de Solla Price (1974). Gears from the Greeks: the Antikythera

mechanism : a calendar computer from ca. 80 B.C. Transactions of
the American Philosophical Society (New Series), Volume 64, Part
7, 1974, pp. 1-70. (Also published as a book in 1975 with the same
title: New York : Science History Publications.)

T. Freeth, Y. Bitsakis, X. Moussas, J.H. Seiradakis, A. Tselikas, H. Mangou,
M. Zafeiropoulou, R. Hadland, D, Bate, A. Ramsay, M. Allen, A.
Crawley, P. Hockley, T. Malzbender, D. Gelb, W. Ambrisco & M.G.
Edmunds (2006). Decoding the ancient Greek astronomical
calculator known as the Antikythera Mechanism. Nature, 444, 587-
591.

J. Marchant (2006). In search of lost time. Nature, 444, 534-538.

F. Charette (2006). High tech from Ancient Greece. Nature, 444, 551-552.
R. R.
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Level Group A (32) Group B (8)Group C (4)
I 315 1-8 171 17-18 147 19
II 210 9-16 114 20-21 98 30
III 105 22-29 57 31-32 49 33
IV 0 34-44 0 34-44 0 34-44

Table 1 Number of votes followed by ranks

It is often stated that most groups,
be it groups composed by gender,
nationality or authorship in a parti-
cular journal, prefer themselves
above other existing groups. This
behaviour leads, for instance, to the
phenomenon of high journal self-
citing rates.

n  If all groups have the same number of
participants then this behaviour has no influence
on the total outcome. Yet, many students do not
understand why this does not hold true anymore
for groups which differ in membership. If it were
true that men prefer men, and women prefer
women, then this behaviour would explain why
women have a harder time proving themselves
in the scientific world, as there are many more
man scientists than woman scientists. Note that I
make no claim about the truth of the hypothesis
that men prefer men and women prefer women.
I will give simple deterministic examples in order
to make the argument clear. Of course, real data
show stochastic behaviour, which might lead to
an interesting modelling exercise.

Assume, as a first example, that there are three
groups. Group A consists of 32 persons, group B
of 8 persons and group C of 4 persons. Each
member of a group gives three votes (citing may
be seen as a form of voting (Kärki, 1996)) to each
other member of his/her group, and one vote to
each member of the other groups.

According to this scheme a member of group A
receives 31 times 3 plus 12 times 1 = 105 votes; a
member of group B receives 7 times 3 plus 36 times
1 = 57 votes, while a member of group C receives
3 times 3 plus 40 times 1 = 49 votes. This clearly
indicates that largest groups benefit most.

Let us now consider a slightly more realistic
situation, where a group has four levels of
members. Level I members are the ‘best’, while
level IV members are the ‘poorest’. Scientists
ranked at the same level are assumed to be of
equal quality whatever the group they belong
to. Votes are given according to level, following
the scheme 3-2-1-0, but members of the own
group receive the triple amount as in the previous
example. For each group the number of
members at each level is assumed to be equal.

Using this voting scheme group A level I
members receive each 31 times 9 plus 12 times 3

PREFERENCE FOR THE
OWN GROUP
FAVOURS LARGEST
GROUP MOST

by Ronald Rousseau
= 315 votes. The group C, level I member
receives 3 times 9 votes plus 40 times 3 = 147
votes. All level IV members receive zero votes.
Group A, level II members receive each 31 times
6 votes, plus 12 times 2 = 210 votes. Table 1
gives the number of votes for each group and
the rankings of its members.

This table shows that own group preference
only leads to a veneer of objectivity: poor per-
formers receive no votes, and the majority of
top performers receive the highest number of
votes. Yet, the best performer in the smallest

group (assumed to be of the same level as the
best in the largest group) ends at rank 19 out
of 44, and the second best of this group is
ranked at the 30th position!  One may also note
that level II performers of the largest group
managed to outvote all top performers in
groups B and C.

This simple example clearly shows the
mechanism that is at work when groups prefer
members of their own group above outsiders. I
suggest using it as a classroom example before
students are encouraged to investigate the
assumptions and the involved mechanism for
real data.

n  Reference

R. Kärki (1996). Searching for bridges between disciplines: an author
co-citation analysis on the research into scholarly communication.
Journal of Information Science, 22, 323-334.
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n Bibliometric researchers in the Nordic countries
have arranged annual Nordic workshops on
bibliometrics since 1996:

1. 1996 in Helsinki
2. 1997 in Stockholm
3. 1998 in Oslo
4. 1999 in Copenhagen
5. 2000 in Oulu
6. 2001 in Stockholm
7. 2002 in Oslo
8. 2003 in Aalborg
9. 2004 in Turku

10. 2005 in Stockholm

The purpose of these workshops is to present
recent bibliometric research in the Nordic
countries and to create better linkages between
the bibliometric research groups and their PhD
students. There are no fees for participating in
the Nordic workshops on bibliometrics, and both
Nordic and non-Nordic participants attend. At
every workshop we have at least also one
invited keynote speaker or other participants

from “the rest of Europe”, like Wolfgang Glänzel,
Ronald Rousseau, Robert Tijssen and Jan Van
Steen. Another, more recent feature of these
workshops is that they are connected to
activities of the NORSLIS: Nordic Research School
in Library and Information Science. NORSLIS is a
network of 15 Nordic and Baltic institutions all
having a PhD-program in library and information
science and it is financed by NordForsk.
The 11th Nordic Workshop on Bibliometrics and
Research Policy was held in Oslo, Norway on
September 28th - 29th 2006. This year it was a
collaborative arrangement between NIFU STEP
and the Oslo University College and related to
the NORSLIS Roadshow on Webometrics. The
arrangement gathered participants from the UK,
Sweden, Denmark, Finland and Norway with a
variety of interests and perspectives on biblio-
metrics.

Mike Thelwall from the University of Wolver-
hampton, UK was the invited speaker this year
and he presented his work under the heading
«Webometrics: What is it Good for?». Mike pre-
sented methods for webometric studies as well

11TH NORDIC WORKSHOP ON BIBLIOMETRICS
AND RESEARCH POLICY IN OSLO

By Nils Pharo and Antje Klitkou
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as showing examples of actual studies that can
be performed within Webometrics.

Jesper Schneider presented his and Pia
Borlund's paper on using the Procrustes analysis
as a tool for quantitative evaluation of ordination
results in informetric studies. Kim Holmberg's
paper was based on his ongoing PhD work on

using web hypertext links to analyse relationships
between Finnish municipalities. Olle Persson and
Wolfgang Glänzel have developed a workable
method for testing the predictive value of
bibliometric assessments, which was presented
by Persson. Ulf Sandström proposed a method
for counting of national and international output
from research groups in the Swedish context.

The traditional workshop dinner was at a
Norwegian fish restaurant on the harbour front.
Day two of the workshop started with a paper
by Hanna-Mari Pasanen. She presented the main
results of a project focusing on issues of using
bibliometric indicators in the performance
measurement of Finnish universities. Nils Pharo
presented a bibliometric study of the collabo-

rative effects of research education within library
and information science in the Nordic countries.
Gunnar Sivertsen and Antje Klitkou reported
about the annual measurement of research
activities in the health sector of Norway, using
data from ISI and the Norwegian national
journal article index. Finally Birger Larsen,

presenting a paper co-written with Henrik L.
Jørgensen, introduced a study of the publication
output and citations received by Danish
researchers in Clinical Biochemistry compared to
a random sample of Danish researchers in other
fields. The aim is to study the status of Clinical
Biochemistry as a research field in Denmark.

The next workshop in 2007 will be organised
by our colleagues from the Royal School of Libra-
ry and Information Science in Denmark. Dates are
not set yet, but will be sometime in late Septem-
ber or October. As usual the working language
of the workshop will be both English and Nordic
and international participants are welcome.

n  photos by Balázs Schlemmer

ISSI Newsletter is published by ISSI
(http://www.issi-society.info/).

Contributors to the newsletter should contact the editorial
board by email.

Wolfgang Glänzel: wolfgang.glanzel@econ.kuleuven.be
Ronald Rousseau: ronald.rousseau@khbo.be

Liwen Vaughan: lvaughan@uwo.ca
Aparna Basu: basu.aparna@rediffmail.com

Balázs Schlemmer: balazs.schlemmer@econ.kuleuven.be
Accepted contributions are moderated by the board.

Guidelines for contributors can be found at
http://www.issi-society.info/editorial.html

Opinions expressed by contributors to the Newsletter do not
necessarily reflect the official position of ISSI. Although all

published material is expected to conform to ethical
standards, no responsibility is assumed by ISSI and the
Editorial Board for any injury and/or damage to persons or

property as a matter of products liability, negligence or
otherwise, or from any use or operation of any methods,
products, instructions or ideas contained in the material

therein.

Dear Society Members,

Those members, whose membership
will expire this calendar year, are
kindly requested to update their
membership in time. This is also

necessary to guarantee continuous access to the Newsletter.
You can find the expiration date on your white or green
membership card. Nonetheless, if you have any question
concerning your membership status, please, contact me by
email. For detailed information consult http://www.issi-society.info/
membership.html. Owners of a gold membership card are, of
course, subscribed for lifetime.

With very best wishes for 2007 I remain yours sincerely,

Wolfgang Glänzel
Secretary-Treasurer ISSI

Wolfgang.Glanzel@econ.kuleuven.ac.be


